Dear <your MP>,

Congratulations on your appointment/reappointment to the House of Commons.

During this session of parliament you will be asked to form an opinion and vote on many pieces of legislation with which you may intuitively agree or disagree. But I would ask you to temporarily shelve your intuition and examine what scientific evidence there is without consideration to whether it supports your views or not. Human intuition can be flawed, and it is only by examining our presuppositions and reasoning that we can genuinely act to the betterment of society.

I believe that science and the scientific method provide the only way in which we can reliably do this. I hope you will critically appraise the sometimes conflicting opinions that scientists offer, and accept the insight that the consensus view can offer to guide to the activities of parliament. Whatever opinions you form, I hope they will be based upon the best possible scientific understanding of the problem.

I also believe that scientific understanding can help anticipate natural disaster, solve social and medical problems, and enrich our lives. Translated into technology it is vital to the future of the British economy.

I hope you will vote where possible to fund and encourage science in Britain. Historically Britain has been at the forefront of scientific research, and the responsibility of ensuring that Britain leads the world in science in the 21st Century now rests, in part, with you.

